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JEWEIRY RECOMIENDATION TO COVER MORE WORKERS
Defini*uional changes recommended by the Jewelry Industry Committee now in
session, which will bring the meking of more products and more workers under any
eventual wage order, were made today by Colonel Philip Be Fleming, Administrator

of the Wag.e end Hour Division, Us S, Department of Labor. (Federal Register,

Hovember 28, 1940.)
The changes bring the making of watch cases within the definition of the

industry under investigation as to cconomic and competitive conditions preparatory
to the recomnendetion of a minimum wagze.
The change also brings within the definition the meking of all cigar and

cigarette cases, holders and lighters. The definition of the Jewclry Industry

roviougl i o % i . . :
reparei %y the Wage and Tlour Division for the comnittee included these articles

only when made from or embellished with precious motals; or procious, somi=-
precious, synthotic, or imitation stonose

The change also ineludes in the definition commorcial compacts and wvanity
cases when thesc arc mado or ombellished with precious metals, ctee

In thoe original definition, commercial compe.ct's and vanity cascs had been
oﬁccludod completely.

The definiticn as emended rcads:
"(a) The menufacturing, procossing, or asscmbling, wholly or partially
from any metorial, of jowclry, commonly or comaerciélly so’knowne Jowelry as
usced horeoin inecludes, without limitation, roligious, sshool, college, and fraternal
insignia; earticles of ornameont or adormmoft designed to be worfn as apparcl or
carried on or esbout tho porson, ineluding, without limitation, ciger and
cigaroette cascs, holdors and lighters watch cascs, metel mosh bags and metal watech
bracclots; and chain, mesh, and perts for usc in the manufacturc of any of the
articles included in this definition, Jowelry as used hercin does not inelude
pecket knives, cigar cutters, badges, ombloms, military and naval insignia, belb
buekles, and handbag and pecketbook fremes and clasps, or comncreial compacts and
varity céscs, cxcopt whén made from or cmbellishod with procious metals or
prociolis, semimprccious, synthetic or imitation stonoss and the assaying, roe-
fining, and smolting of basc or precious metolse"
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"(b) The menufacturing, cutting, polishing, encrusting, engraving, and setting
of precious, semieprecious, uy“;’c}w.et:.c, end imitation stones. i

"(¢c) The menufacturing, drilling, and .ﬁcmnglns' of pearla, imitation pearls,
and beads designed for use in the menufacture of jewelry.'

A letter from the committee to the Administrator gave these reasons for the

recommended changos:

"le It was felt by the Committee that 'cigar and cigarette cases, holders,
and lighters? arc in the prectice definitely tarticles of ornament or adérnment
dosigncd to bc worn on enpar. >l or cerried on or abcub the person,’? which, whatcver

he metorial, -rc commonly mapufectvred in cstablishments which arc jowslry
ostablishmonts, as tle word is ordirari ly underastoed,  and for the most pards arc sold
to the puolic in the same tync of rotail esteblistment as those in whizh other
articles of jowelry aro sold. As drewn, the dofinition ineluded such articles when
made or cmbollishied with precious motals orstones, end it was fclt by the Comnitbtee
that the aceidont of embellishment did not alter the practicel or compotitive’
situation which attonds the monufacture and sale of thoso articless Thorcfora,
there was in the judgment of the Commitbec no refson for oxcluding them from the
goncral inclusion of articles or adornment, otce, with which the dﬁf.‘inix‘:ion oponSe

"2+ There wwas a very strong fecline on the part of the labor membors of the
Committec, which :was concurred in by four of the fiwve cmployer roproscnbetives,
that therc was no legitimato reoason for cxeluding watch cascs from the definition
of the indus"cry. It is truc that a cocrtain typo of wabtch casc is made in large
quantitics in ostablishments which perheps arce not strictly to be defined as
jowelry ostoblishmonts, but watch casos in large numbors aro also made in
osteblishments which arc definitely jewclry cstablishmontse In the full Committeo,
12 of the members agrood to this rocomuendation, the dissentors: being onc

roprosontative of the public and onc manufc cLur\,r. The Chairman did not votos

"3e It was felt that 'commercial compects and vanity cases! should not be
completely excluded from the operation of the decrees Under the Comitteels
recommendation they ere, however, included only insofar as they are made from or
embellished with precious metals, or precious, semi~precious, synthetic, or
imitation stonsse Tt was felt tlhat these erticles, when they are so menufactured
or embellished, are clesurly articles of jewelrye It is understood that the
exclusion was intended to epply to a type of containers made. for .cosmotic
menufacturers and used by 't-lc 1 under their trademerks for the distribution of
their goodse Where the containor is expensive, its cost is undoubtedliy reflected
in the cost of the finished produot, but whether thst is true or not, if it is
made from” or embellished with precious metals, or precious, semi=precious,
"*mtnetﬂc, or imitation stonesy; it wes folt Lk"" it was clearly an article of
jewelry"
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